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	Introduction
	On 24 June 2026, northern Venezuela experienced a rare and damaging earthquake doublet near the Caribbean-South America plate-boundary system. The sequence comprised an M7.2 earthquake near Yumare, west of Caracas at 22:04:33 UTC, followed only 39 seconds later by an M7.5 earthquake 5 km to the west. Both events were shallow, with centroid depths of 11.5 km and 23.5 km, respectively. The first earthquake was caused by right-lateral horizontal strike-slip movement on the Bocono Fault, which then triggered the second earthquake on the San Sebastian Fault (coloured green), which is the boundary between the Caribbean plate (shown in purple in Figure 1) and the South American plate.
	.

	Much has been made in the media about the occurrence of notable earthquakes in other parts of the world that day, including a M6.9 earthquake off northeastern Japan around 25 minutes later, and a M5.6 earthquake in northern California had occurred earlier the same day. It is unlikely that there is any relationship between these events: the northeastern Japan earthquake occurred in a seismically active area that recently experienced a M 7.5 earthquake.
	The 2026 doublet should be viewed within the longer seismic history of northern Venezuela and the southern Caribbean plate-boundary system. Figure 2 shows large earthquakes along the northern Venezuela coast and the adjacent Caribbean margin since 1900, including the 1900 event and the 2018 earthquake east of Caracas.

