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ABSTRACT
There has been a recent increase in the body of knowledge related to
children and disasters. These studies converge into three main fields of
research: the impact of disasters on children and their psychological
recovery, the integration of disaster risk reduction (DRR) into the
education sectors and children’s participation in DRR. This article
provides a literature review of the two latter fields of research where the
focus is on reducing disaster losses and building resilience prior to a
disaster. Overall, 48 studies are critically reviewed and compared in
relation to the strengths and weaknesses of their aims, methods,
locations of research, impact, and outcomes. The review identified a
number of differences between the two fields and significant
opportunities for linking the two approaches, sharing lessons and
knowledge. Based on the review, recommendations for further research
are outlined.
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Introduction

Over the last decade, there has been an increase in research and practice that puts children at the
centre of disaster risk reduction (DRR) efforts (e.g. Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009; Haynes
and Tanner 2015; Mitchell et al. 2008, see below for further references). This has come from recog-
nition that children are a distinctly vulnerable group and require a child-focused agenda that takes
their particular needs and context into account (Bartlett 2008; Peek 2008; UNISDR 2015).

While it is certainly true that children are vulnerable (e.g. representing 30–50% of deaths in
worldwide disasters, WHO 2011) and require protection, research, and practice in the developing
world is beginning to move beyond this sole assumption. Evidence is growing that involving children
in the process itself not only benefits the child but can have a knock-on risk-reducing effect to the
family and wider community (e.g. Haynes and Tanner 2015; Mitchell et al. 2008; Ronan et al. 2015;
Save the Children 2008; Tanner 2010; UNICEF 2012). The role of children and youth as agents (or
‘drivers’) of change has been formally acknowledged in the recent global commitment for DRR, the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 (UNISDR 2015).

As the focus around children and disasters grows, there has been an associated increase of
research in this sector. These studies can be categorised into three main bodies of investigation
and knowledge: (1) the impact of disasters on children and their psychological recovery; (2) the inte-
gration of DRR into the education sectors; and (3) children’s participation in DRR. In this article, the
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first topic is reviewed briefly to set a foundation for a main focus on the two latter research areas.
These two fields of research primarily aim to build the resilience of children and their communities
and therefore, are considered the most valuable in terms of reducing disaster vulnerability and losses.

This literature review provides an overview of existing studies and practices related to children
and disasters, and more specifically on child-centred disaster risk reduction (CCDRR). The overall
aim is to provide a critical analysis of this relatively new area to highlight progress, gaps, and chal-
lenges related to studies on the application of child-centred methods in the area of DRR.

Methodology

The literature search was conducted by the lead author with inputs on the review, analysis and write
up provided by the co-authors. The articles, chapters, and books that were included within this
review were all published between 2001 and 2015, or were in press by that time, thus covering
about 15 years of research related to children and disasters. The majority of the articles were sourced
from keywords: ‘children’ and ‘disasters’ in relevant scientific literature databases (i.e. Google Scho-
lar, Springer, Science Direct, and Wiley Online Library).

Additional searches related to children’s participation in DRR were conducted using the following
keywords: ‘children’, ‘participation’, and ‘DRR’. We also included two studies that were generated by
reading articles found from the initial search. Eleven studies on children’s participation in DRR were
included in this review, consisting of peer-reviewed articles, grey literature, and reports. Three papers
related to CCDRR were omitted because they were either replicas of the aforementioned papers or
due to a lack of information on the research methodologies applied within the study (Cadag and
Gaillard 2012; Fernandez and Shaw 2013; Tanner et al. 2009).

Studies on DRR education were compiled using the comprehensively identified list of 35 studies
that was used by Johnson et al. (2014a), omitting only those which were unpublished studies and
internal reports (n = 4). Six recently published studies on DRR education were also added (Amri
et al. 2017; Apronti et al. 2015; Johnson et al. 2014; Johnson and Ronan 2014; Johnson et al.
2014b; Webb and Ronan 2014).

The following section outlines the definitions of CCDRR. This is followed by a brief discussion of
children’s particular vulnerabilities (physical and psychological) to disaster and how these can be
reduced. The review then discusses in detail the progress of CCDRR research, primarily on DRR edu-
cation and children’s participation in DRR. These two distinct areas are compared and contrasted in
terms of the aims, methods, locations of research, impact and outcomes. Finally, the priority areas for
further research are outlined.

Definitions of CCDRR

While various terms have been used to reflect the participation of children in DRR, such as child-
focused and child-led DRR, the term CCDRR will be used here to reflect a commitment to values
linked to both protection and to children’s rights around participation.

In this paper, the CCDRR approach is defined as DRR measures for and with children, involving
children, parents, communities, service providers, and governments, a definition that is also being
utilised by leading child-focused agencies (e.g. Plan International 2010a; UNICEF 2014a; World
Vision 2015). The approach is a combination of child participation, including at times child-led,
which reflects engaging children directly in the design and delivery of DRR activities in their
homes, schools, and communities, and child-focused which acknowledges the specific needs of chil-
dren during the design and implementation, including protection needs and rights (Back, Cameron,
and Tanner 2009).

Thus, there are two primary objectives in CCDRR: to recognise and address the specific vulner-
abilities of children to disaster risks; and, to empower children by strengthening their skills and creat-
ing an enabling environment for them so that they are able to play an increasingly active role in
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household and community efforts to reduce the risks and impacts of disasters (Plan International
2010b; Towers et al. 2014).

A focus on children

UNICEF (2014b) recently reported that nearly one-third of the world’s population are children.1

This is a significant change compared to 20 years ago, when children made up less than a quarter
of the world’s population (UNICEF 1996).

In general, children are regarded as a broadly vulnerable group and often combined with women,
the disabled, and elderly, and sometimes indigenous people in DRR policy and strategy documents at
the global to local levels (Mitchell and Borchard 2014; Peek 2008). According to WHO (2011), 30–
50% of fatalities arising from natural events are children. Many post-disaster studies have also docu-
mented that children are more likely to get injured, sick or die following a disaster (Alexander and
Magni 2013; Cao and Kamel 2011; Glass et al. 1977; Haynes et al. 2009; Ramirez et al. 2005). In
addition, the mental health of children are more likely to be affected than adults, including post-trau-
matic stress disorder, behavioural problems, and depression (Jia et al. 2010; La Greca et al. 2008;
Norris et al. 2002; Peek 2008; Telford, Cosgrave, and Houghton 2006; Udwin 1993).

However, this broad paradigm fails to take into account what makes a child vulnerable and what
they are vulnerable to (Plan International 2011). Vulnerability is defined as ‘the characteristics of a
person or group and their situation that influence their capacity to anticipate, cope with, resist and
recover from the impact of a natural hazard’ (Wisner et al. 2004, 11).

Children themselves are not a homogenous group. There are various individual difference charac-
teristics that influence children’s capacity and vulnerability including age, gender, beliefs, income
level, socio-economic status, culture, race, disability, and family structure, with each factor effecting
capacity and vulnerability (positively or negatively) in different ways (Lopez et al. 2012; Peek and
Fothergill 2014). That is, children in different age groups and contexts have distinct characteristics,
strengths and weaknesses.

Moreover, not all children are more vulnerable than all adults. In some cases, children may be
more resilient than adults (Bartlett 2008). Unfortunately disaster management practices tend to
remain dominated by programmes and strategies targeted at adults where children are seen as pas-
sive victims with a limited role to play (Mitchell et al. 2008; US National Commission on Children
and Disasters 2010).

In spite of this, research and theory advancements have been made in building the case for the
benefits of involving children in DRR (e.g. Mitchell et al. 2008; Save the Children 2008; Tanner
2010; UNICEF 2012). This emerging literature challenges common misperceptions that children
are passive victims with a limited role to play. Rather, they support the notion that when children
are empowered and supported by adults, they can be better prepared to protect themselves, others,
and also generate positive changes among their family and within their communities (as shown in
Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009; UNISDR and Plan International 2012).

The psychosocial and physical impact of disasters on children will not be discussed further.
Nevertheless, it should be acknowledged that there is a large body of research describing the physical
impacts and distinct psychosocial needs of children during post-disaster situations, e.g. Norris et al.
(2002), Telford, Cosgrave, and Houghton (2006), Peek (2008), and Jia et al. (2010); Telford, Cos-
grave, and Houghton (2006). However, studies related to the impact of disasters on education are
quite scarce, despite the recognition that disasters cause significant destruction to school buildings,
increased drop-out rates, and setbacks to educational outcomes (e.g. ADPC 2008; De Vreyer, Guil-
bert, and Mesple-Somps 2015; Mudavanhu 2014; Save the Children 2016; SK and Julius 2008).

More importantly, studies related to pre-disaster events, particularly on DRR remain limited and
this is an important area of study given the significant value of disaster prevention compared to
response and recovery (Shreve and Kelman 2014). In addition, DRR studies have significantly
increased since the world’s commitment in 2005 to reduce disaster losses, including increased

CHILDREN’S GEOGRAPHIES 3

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

20
2.

80
.2

19
.2

54
] 

at
 1

5:
52

 0
8 

A
ug

us
t 2

01
7 



attention towards the importance of DRR education as well as children’s as agents of change in their
communities (UNISDR 2005, 2015). Education and knowledge has always been one of the priorities
in the global commitment for DRR, at least until the year 2030, as articulated in the Sendai Frame-
work for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 (UNISDR 2005, 2015; United Nations 1994). The
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 2005–2015 has spurred the progress of the implementation
of CCDRR education programmes and other areas. Concurrently, our searches related to children
in pre-disaster situation show that these studies can be divided into two groups: (1) studies related
to DRR education and (2) children’s participation in DRR activities.

In the following sections, studies on DRR education and children’s participation in DRR are
introduced followed by a detailed comparison of the aims, methods, impact, and outcomes of
these studies.

DRR education studies: progress so far

In the 2013 Global Assessment Report, 72% of reporting countries specified that DRR had been inte-
grated to some extent in their national education curriculum and additional progress made at the
institutional level (Ronan 2014).

Concurrently, there has been an increase in research examining the implementation of DRR edu-
cation in schools. Johnson, Ronan, et al. (2014a, hereafter referred as the Johnson study) conducted a
review of research in this field through a systematic review of 35 studies that evaluated DRR edu-
cation for children. In that review, the authors identified that DRR education has provided positive
outcomes for children in relation to increased preparedness. For example, a series of correlational
and quasi-experimental studies on DRR education in New Zealand identified that children who
had been exposed to a DRR education programme had better knowledge, reduced levels of
hazard-related fears, more stable risk perceptions and increased household preparedness (Finnis
et al. 2010; Ronan, Crellin, and Johnston 2010; Ronan, Crellin, and Johnston 2012).

Children participation on DRR: progress so far

The study on children participation on DRR focuses on enabling children to be positive change
makers in their communities through participation in DRR. The prominent literature in this field
mainly consists of reports and case studies produced by child-focused NGOs (Mitchell, Tanner,
and Haynes 2009). Furthermore, there has been an attempt to strengthen CCDRR programming
by forming coalitions with academic institutions such as the children in a changing climate2 coalition
(CCC) to foster collaboration between academics and practitioners. A series of peer-reviewed and
non-peer-reviewed studies focusing on children’s participation in DRR have been published from
this coalition.

Studies in this field have generated child-friendly tools in promoting child participation in DRR,
such as participatory hazard, vulnerability, and capacity assessment (Molina, Molina, and Tanner
2009) and participatory video (PV) (Gautam and Oswald 2008; Haynes and Tanner 2015; Plush
et al. 2009). A more complete description of tools in CCDRR is documented by Back, Cameron,
and Tanner (2009). A series of studies have gathered evidence demonstrating that with sufficient
knowledge and support from adults, children are able to deliver a strong voice and take action to
influence and transform communities from the grass-root level up to the international stage. For
example, mangrove restoration and campaigning against illegal mining in the Philippines, hurricane
preparedness in El Salvador, and delivering child voices in global forums (Back, Cameron, and Tan-
ner 2009; Tanner et al. 2009).

Studies also highlight how children have a unique understanding of risks and that risk perceptions
differ between children and adults and also between genders (Haynes, Lassa, and Towers 2010; Tan-
ner et al. 2009). Aside from risk identifiers, children are also able to be risk communicators,

4 A. AMRI ET AL.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

20
2.

80
.2

19
.2

54
] 

at
 1

5:
52

 0
8 

A
ug

us
t 2

01
7 



community mobilisers, and agents of change (Tanner 2010; Tanner et al. 2009), including as a direct
function of DRR education programmes (Webb and Ronan 2014).

A critical review of studies on DRR education and children’s participation

As identified, there is a clear link between the two fields of study regarding DRR education and
children’s participation in DRR. Studies of children’s participation in DRR have identified that,
with the right knowledge, skills, and support, children can bring change to their society and pro-
mote resilience (as shown in Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009; Haynes and Tanner 2015; Mitch-
ell et al. 2008). Meanwhile, other studies have demonstrated that participatory DRR education
programmes have been proven to increase children’s knowledge and skills in DRR and to produce
knock-on effects.

As there are two distinct bodies of investigation and knowledge, a comparative review on DRR
education and children’s participation studies was undertaken for this literature review. Overall,
48 studies were examined (Table 1) using the following five parameters for comparison: research
locations, research participants, research findings, designs, and data collection tools. Strengths
and weaknesses between both fields of studies were discussed and conclusions and recommendations
for improvement are provided as part of a systematic review (Wright et al. 2007). The analysis

Table 1. A review of 48 CCDRR studies and the nature of the research design and its methodologies.

DRR education studies Children’s participation in DRR studies Total

Research locations
Developing countries 10 10 20
Developed countries 27 1 28

Research participants
Children 30 11 41
School personnel 13 2 15
Parents 4 4 8
Public officials 2 6 8
Wider community 2 4 6
NGO 1 4 5

Findings
Positive 23 10 33
Mixed 7 0 7
No effect 4 0 4
Not conclusive 3 1 4

Research design
Qualitative 6 10 16
Quantitative 21 1 22
Mixed methods 10 0 10

Data collection tools
Focus groups 6 5 11
Interviews 6 6 12
Observations 4 2 6
PVA 0 4 4
Questionnaire 31 1 32
Content reviews 0 0 0
Participatory video 2 1 3

Sources: Amri (2015), Apronti et al. (2015), Back, Cameron, and Tanner (2009), Black and Powell (2012), Brown and Dodman (2014),
Buchanan, Casbergue, and Baumgartner (2009), Clerveaux, Spence, and Katada (2010), Clerveaux and Spence (2009), Coomer
et al. (2008), Falkiner (2003), Fernandez and Shaw (2015), Finnis et al. (2010), Frau, Midoro, and Pedemonte (1992), Gaillard
and Pangilinan (2010), Gautam and Oswald (2008), Gulay (2010), Haynes, Lassa, and Towers (2010), Haynes and Tanner
(2015), Hilyard, Hocke, and Ryan (2011), Izadkhah and Heshmati (2007), Jang, Johnson, and Kim (2011), Johnson (2011), Johnson
et al. (2014), Johnson and Ronan (2014), Johnson and Ronan (2014), Johnston et al. (2006), Kurita et al. (2006), Mitchell et al.
(2008), Molina, Molina, and Tanner (2009), Naya (2007), Plush et al. (2009), Powell, Smith, and Black (2011), Ronan, Crellin,
and Johnston (2010), Ronan, Crellin, and Johnston (2012), Ronan and Johnston (2001), (2003), Ronan et al. (2001), Shaw, Kobaya-
shi, and Kobayashi (2004), Shiwaku and Shaw (2008), Shiwaku et al. (2007), Smith (2011), Soffer et al. (2010), Tanner (2010),
Towers (2015), Towers et al. (2014), TR Ministry of Education et al. (n.d.) Wachtendorf, Brown, and Nickle (2008), Webb and
Ronan (2014).
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revealed that there are distinct differences between the two fields of study. The following sections
provide detail on each parameter.

Research locations

Research locations are classified into two categories, based on the IMF (2015) report: developed
(advanced economies) and developing (emerging market and developing economies) countries.
Understanding research locations based on these two categories is important since developing
countries tend to be more vulnerable to the impact of natural disasters, as poverty, lack of access
to critical services and infrastructures, and minimum access to information are major factors in
increasing disaster vulnerability (IFRC 2014).

Most of the studies on DRR education were undertaken in developed countries, with the majority
in the United States of America (US) (12 studies) and New Zealand (10). Only eight developing
countries were involved in these studies: Turkey, Sri Lanka, Iran, Nepal, the Grenadines, the Philip-
pines, Ghana, and Indonesia. In comparison, only 1 out of 11 studies on children’s participation in
DRR was undertaken in developing countries and mainly undertaken in collaboration with NGOs.
This reflects the influence of NGO’s in developing countries and their agenda to conduct bottom-up
participatory research (for example, Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009; Tanner 2010).

In general however, studies on children’s participation in DRR are very limited compared with
studies on DRR education or other studies related to children and disasters. It is therefore safe to
assume that more studies on this topic are needed in order to understand the best ways to actively
involve children in DRR.

Research participants

Research participants are defined as individuals who are formally involved in the research. Most
studies on DRR education only involved students and school personnel (particularly teachers).
From 37 studies, only 4 evaluations included parents, 2 studies involved the general public (adults),
2 included public officials as participants, while only 1 recent study by Amri et al. (2017) included
NGOs as research participants. This shows that the literature examining the effectiveness and
implementation of DRR education is dominated by the interaction between teachers and students,
including assessed outcomes.

In contrast, all reviewed studies on child participation involved a wide range of stakeholders, cap-
turing the views of parents, community leaders, local authorities, and NGOs. The findings from these
studies demonstrate that adults’ involvement is essential for children to turn knowledge they
received in schools (or other institutions) into everyday practice. More specifically, parent’s roles
are essential in applying DRR education at home, providing consent for children to participate in
activities at schools and local communities, and also providing support and validation of the activity
within the community (Haynes, Lassa, and Towers 2010; Seballos and Tanner 2011). For example,
children that have been educated on fire safety have ideas to disseminate and improve risk communi-
cations, however, this needs support from emergency management agencies to realise it (Towers
et al. 2014).

The influence of gender, religion, and age groups has also been assessed in studies on child par-
ticipation in DRR (such as Haynes, Lassa, and Towers 2010). However, these aspects, which are con-
sidered important factors in terms of their influence on children’s vulnerabilities and capacities
(Lopez et al. 2012; Peek and Fothergill 2014), have not been analysed or accounted for in terms
of aims or methods in DRR education studies as described in the Johnson study. There are excep-
tions from Ronan et al. (2001) and Ronan, Crellin, and Johnston (2010). However, in these studies,
gender and age were only looked at in a supplementary way and not as a fundamental focus.

An investigation on the ages of the children involved in the 48 studies revealed that only three out
of 37 DRR education studies involved young children (under 6 years old). The remaining studies
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involved children from primary school age (6–12 years old) (12 studies) to high school students (13–
18 years old) (15 studies). Older children were dominant in CCDRR studies with only 3 out of the 11
studies including primary school age children as research participants. No young children (under
primary school age) have so far been involved in CCDRR studies.

Research findings

Overall, the research findings from most DRR education and child participation studies indicate a
positive impact for children. Studies on DRR education show a mix of results, 30 out of 37 studies
indicate a positive or mixed impact of DRR education for children and teachers (detail below).
Meanwhile, the other seven showed no effect (4 studies) or had inconclusive results (2 studies).
On the other hand, all but one of the studies on child participation in DRR documented a positive
impact of CCDRR intervention at different levels (local, national, and international). The one study
that did not show any impact was an initial assessment of urban children in four cities in Asia
(Brown and Dodman 2014). Nevertheless, it did generate recommendations for CCDRR program-
ming (Brown and Dodman 2014).

Findings from DRR education studies illustrate evidences of greater awareness, increased knowl-
edge and skills, and increased confidence and positive mental state (e.g. reduce fear and anxiety) (for
example, Izadkhah and Heshmati 2007; Ronan, Crellin, and Johnston 2012). However, there are no
DRR education studies to date that have established a link in terms of the wider beneficial commu-
nity outcomes. As noted earlier, studies on DRR education show a lack of collaboration with the
community, including parents, local authorities, and DRR professionals.

On the other hand, all studies on children’s participation focus on community benefits through
the involvement of a range of key stakeholders. As noted by Towers et al. (2014) children require
more than education and must be supported with policies and resources, including partnerships
from relevant authorities, to bring significant change to the wider community.

For example, with the help of a local politician, a group of children in the Philippines were suc-
cessful in campaigning to their community to relocate a school prone to landslides to a safer area
(Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009). At the national level, children’s voices that were captured
through PV influenced the national action plan for climate change adaptation in Nepal (Gautam
and Oswald 2008). Furthermore, a group of children who participated in the 2007 13th UN Climate
Change Conference and the 2009 Global Platform for DRR, influenced the documented outcomes
from those events (Back, Cameron, and Tanner 2009).

Research designs

Twenty-two out of 37 DRR education studies used quasi-experimental and experimental methods, as
described by the Johnson study. These methods enabled them to provide a comparison between
different groups, either before and after interventions or with control groups.

In comparison, child participation studies used a descriptive research design, and often took place
as a one-off event after the research participants were involved in a CCDRR intervention. None of
the CCDRR studies reviewed here included a control group who were not exposed to the interven-
tion, in their investigation. This makes it difficult to critically and rigorously determine the effective-
ness of any of the CCDRR programmes.

Data collection tools

There is a significant difference on the use of data collection tools between both fields of study. Of the
studies reviewed on DRR education, 21 employed quantitative analysis. Ten utilised a mixed-method
approach and six used a qualitative only approach. There is a strong preference (31 from 37 studies)
in using quantitative methods for the collection of data on DRR education (e.g. using
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questionnaires). Meanwhile all 11 studies on children’s participation in DRR applied a qualitative
research and participatory design, except 1 study by Fernandez and Shaw (2015) who used a survey.

Questionnaires have the advantage of gathering information from large groups and it is usually
quicker to analyse numerical data compared with qualitative data (Bell 2007). However, this tool
cannot gather in-depth data in relation to the effectiveness of the process and has limitation in asses-
sing children’s learning, particularly for young participants as suggested in the Johnson study. The
method also restricts participants’ responses to those listed by researchers. It does not allow the col-
lection of data otherwise important to the participants or data relating to wider issues at play, such as
underlying vulnerabilities.

From the child participation studies, a variety of participatory data collection tools were used and
some were adjusted to be more child-friendly in order to engage children to express their views and
concerns (Molina, Molina, and Tanner 2009). The use of focus groups and interviews were popular
in these studies. These methods are useful to explore participants’ knowledge and experiences and
reasons for their views and opinions (Kitzinger 1995; Kvale 2007). Focus group discussions in par-
ticular are considered to be more cost effective in collecting large amounts of qualitative data in a
relatively short period of time (Parker and Tritter 2006).

Three studies highlighted the use of PV as a powerful tool for documenting children’s perspec-
tives and communicating them to the wider community (Gautam and Oswald 2008; Haynes and
Tanner 2015). However, these studies also noted the limitations of PV and warned that intensive
preparation is needed (Plush et al. 2009). The ethnographic method of participant observation
was used in a New Orleans case study providing the researcher a more complete understanding
on situations surrounding the affected youth minority in a Vietnamese community (Mitchell
et al. 2008).

The difference in research methods are largely driven by the disciplinary backgrounds of the
researchers themselves. DRR education studies have tended to be conducted by those within positi-
vist paradigms in the fields of psychology and education. In contrast, most DRR participation studies
have been undertaken by human geographers and other social scientists working within interpretive
frameworks.

Concluding points and research priorities

Much disaster management programming and strategies remains dominated by adults with children
seen as a passive vulnerable group. However, research has demonstrated that if children are provided
with the right knowledge and tools and are supported by adults, they can deliver significant change
for themselves and their communities. This notion is important as nearly one-third of the world’s
population are children and the strategies implemented today have the potential to deliver long-
term impacts to today’s children and their communities.

Research on children and disasters mainly comprises of three main themes: the impact of disas-
ters to children and their psychosocial recovery, DRR education, and children’s participation in
DRR. Over the last decade, the two latter themes have started to gain popularity and there have
been an increased number of papers published in these fields. However, studies on children’s par-
ticipation in DRR remain small in number compared to other studies on children and disasters.

Notably, several of the papers on children’s participation in DRR were published as a result of
collaborations between NGOs and academia. From this perspective, new tools and approaches
have emerged in CCDRR practices and evidence on the impact of children’s participation documen-
ted. Due to these positive outcomes, it is recommended that this type of collaboration should be
maintained and replicated to deliver more positive outcomes for children that are conducted directly
with those who deliver a large percentage of the programmes, e.g. NGOs.

The comparison between research on DRR education and child participation in DRR has shown a
number of strengths and weaknesses on both sides. Studies on children’s participation frame and
place their study within the wider socio-political context and seek to address the root causes of
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vulnerability through action research. On the other hand, DRR education studies often ignore the
wider vulnerability context, focusing solely on increasing knowledge. The limitations of this are
usually not acknowledged within the research. DRR education studies would benefit from including
a wider range of stakeholders (e.g. parents, local leaders/ authorities, and the general public) and uti-
lising more qualitative interactive methods. Assessing the underlying factors that influence children’s
vulnerabilities, the risk and protective factors, would additionally enable DRR education to be better
grounded and targeted.

The studies related to children’s participation would benefit from the inclusion of methodologies
that are easier to replicate in different locations and with larger groups of participants (for example,
using questionnaires) in order to enable comparative studies. The research should include the use of
control groups and long-term studies where data are collected before and after the intervention. This
would enable more critical and rigorous discussions on the benefits of children’s participation in
DRR.

Furthermore, more studies should be undertaken to include children below primary school age as
research participants for both DRR education and children’s participation in DRR. In terms of
research location, more studies on DRR education should be undertaken in developing countries
and studies on children’s participation in DRR should be conducted more in developed countries.

Significant benefits could be gained by combining the methods in order to investigate how DRR
education can promote positive behaviour in DRR and consequently enhance children’s partici-
pation in DRR in schools, at homes, and their surrounding community. Specifically, research is
needed to examine how DRR education and participation can be linked in order to create pro-
grammes delivered on a broad replicable scale. Nevertheless, the area of child-centred DRR is cer-
tainly an exciting space and one to bring significant benefits to DRR worldwide over the coming
years.

Notes

1. As defined by United Nations, a child is a person under the age of 18.
2. The children in a CCC was formed ‘to lead child-focused research, development and humanitarian organis-

ations, each with a commitment to share knowledge, co-ordinate their actions and to work with children as
protagonists rather than just as victims’ (Gautam and Oswald 2008, 7). The coalition includes the Institute
of Development Studies, Plan International, Save the Children, UNICEF, and World Vision.
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